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FLYING FIELDS AND THE COMMUNITY

ARE WE PART OF THE PROBLEM?
OR
CAN WE BE PART OF THE SOLUTION?

In this country most of our flying fields are in or around valuable agricultural land or land developed for housing. In some places the flying clubs have been successfull in gaining the City's or the Municipality’s approval to fly in these areas. In other parts, however, they are having a difficult time convincing the public, the neighbors and the local governments that model flying is a legitimate and acceptable pastime. Many of our clubs have been closed down as a result

It is therefore very obvious that, if we are going to survive, we (the modelers) must have a way of convincing governments and the public (the voters and our neighbors) that we are a good and harmless user of their lands, that we can fit well into the local community and that we have something to contribute.
If we make a lot of noise, aggravate farm field workers, fly at night, overfly farm animals or cause any other kind of nuisance to the neighbors we will eventually lose our privileges......we do not have “rights”. As guests on this land, we only have privileges. Rights cannot usually be taken away but privileges can.

If we are friendly, understanding and proactive with our neighbors we will gain their trust and ultimately their support. If we have an effective noise abatement programme, carefully train and monitor our members, undertake strong safety measures and consult with neighbors regularly we can establish a legitimate presence in their community. 
If our presence becomes a thorn in the side of the local government they will shut us down instantly, permanently and without ceremony. If we can show them that we make a significant contribution to the community without causing complaints from the local residents we can survive. It may only take one complaint by a prominent taxpayer to trigger an irreversible decision by the local council. They are civil servants and they don’t take side with uninvited guests. They will take the easy way out which is to quickly  eliminate the source of the problem permanently......that’s us.

Noise abatement;
It is important that whatever noise standard the club adopts, it conforms to those standards under which we are most likely to be judged. We are not likely to be judged by MAAC, AMA, the Precision Aerobatics assn. or the like…..We will be judged by the municipality and our neighbors, even though they do not have a quantitative standard themselves. My club researched the subject extensively.....we were forced to do it for fear of losing our field. We hired a professional sound engineer to do a study, we looked at the City and Municipal regulations that existed and we did extensive searches on any existing sound bylaws or reports. We went to “trial” with the Municipality and we won our case after a long and expensive struggle. Three important facts came to us from all of this. 

1. It was pointed out that this sound level should relate to “point of reception”......not to a location somewhere on our runway. From a practical point of view this point would be the home of the nearest neighbor. The common “90DB @ 3 meters” rule has little to do with what the neighbors hear at their distance.
2. Since there is not a good correlation between static and airborne readings the DB readings should be taken from the airplane while it is in the air at full throttle. Not sitting on the ground at three meters. The airplane is heard by the neighbors when it is in the air.

3. The generally accepted standard is 55DB for residential and sound sensitive areas......just above ambient sound levels. Municipal standards are about the same. It was important therefore that our operation did not produce more than 55DB at the nearest residence.
As a rough test we still use the old standard of 92DB at 3 meters. For the official test, however, we chose to use actual airborne readings. The model is flown at full throttle down the runway in both directions and a reading is taken at a point at the edge of our property line which is approximately 1/3 of the distance to the nearest house. At the property line the DB readings must not exceed 60DB. From a series of tests we know that the reading at 350 ft. of an acceptable airplane is 60DB. At 750ft. the limit is 55DB and the readings at 1200ft. (our nearest neighbor’s house) is 50DB. We can be sure therefore that if we adhere to this standard there is no possibility that our neighbor will have a legitimate complaint. We test aircraft suspected of being too noisy at 350ft from the flight line (our property fence line). The sound level must not exceed 60DB at that location. We know that it will be less than 55DB at the nearest neighbor’s house.
It is not difficult to develop such a standard. Not all club fields are the same.....the lay of the land, wind, trees etc all affect sound travel. The above figures are what worked for us and I think we could prove our point to the officials with figures if push came to shove.

Community contribution;
Maybe call it “neighborhood identity”. If we are friendly, understanding and proactive with our neighbors we will gain their trust and ultimately their support. Don’t be afraid to talk to them and encourage them to contact you immediately there is a problem. A little gift at Christmas time or at least a card doesn’t hurt either.
Agriculture Awareness; 
There are many Government programmes going on which is trying to make the public aware of the value of agricultural land. One just needs to Google “Agriculture awareness” to find them. They all promote the public and community awareness of the values of agricultural lands in Canada. In some land use agencies, the “acceptable users” of such lands are specifically named......we need to be on that list, especially if your field is in agricultural land. There is also a lot of dialogue available on the subject of preservation and multiple use of agricultural and park land. Model flying needs to be recognized as one of those groups legitimately sharing the use of the land.

Overflying;
There have been many arguments about whether or not it is legal to overfly other person’s property......do we have that “right” or not? I have never heard the truth about this but I do know that it doesn’t matter anyway! If the neighbor believes that he can keep us away from his property then he is right! He is also right if he perceives that we are making too much noise. The solution is not to argue with him. The solution is to stop flying over his land and keep the noise down.....no matter what the cost is. To do anything else will only delay the inevitable.
Appearance and Signs; 
If the club has a sign at the entrance to the property, (hopefully it is an attractive one), the sign should promote the landowner’s interests somehow. If the sign says HOME OF THE MIDNIGHT MARAUDERS you can imagine the image it suggests.....Much wiser to name it something like PETERSON AIRPARK especially if the landlord is Mr. Peterson. It promotes Mr. Peterson to his neighbors as a generous person and it infers that your strip is some kind of park. If your farmer / landlord is selling his crops or produce maybe you can help him promote it for him somehow.
Club image; 
Keep a low profile.......no need to attract any more attention than you already have. Do this by keeping the painting of the buildings and furniture in a neutral color so that they don’t stand out in the landscape. Encourage visiting public in any way that you can. My club is located along side of a busy hiking trail. We installed a porta-john, a bicycle rack and some picnic tables at our site which allows the hikers and the general public to sit and watch our activities safely and without bothering us. When the time came for us to defend ourselves in front of the Municipal Council we were able to collect hundreds of petition signatures from “our friends” using the trail.


Neighborhood Watch programmes;
Join your local Neighborhood Watch program and put up their sign on the front gate. It shows that the club has a community interest and it can deter vandalism at your site.
Communication;
Contact any complainants immediately and contact them directly. Appoint a tactful and understanding person in your club who will deal with the neighbors on a regular basis. It does not necessarily need to be the president. Use the same guy every time so that the contacts are consistent and the individual becomes known and friendly with the neighbors. Discourage any other member from making direct contact.
Safety Concerns;
As well as the regular safety issues designed for the protection of club members, there may be steps that can be taken to satisfy outsiders that the club is safety conscious. Remember that the club not only needs to be safety conscious but it needs to be seen as a safety conscious club. If it means the saving of the field, nothing is impossible. Some of these may include the following;

Possible relocation of runways

Testing skill level of the members

Inspecting airplanes for construction quality
Establishing of a “Safety Official” or “Safety Committee”
Establish “no-fly-zones” and publish a map showing the locations.
While these steps may not be popular with some members they may be necessary to achieve the desired results. It is important to gain the support of all members before introducing restrictions that may be unpopular.

Daily flying hours;
Establish starting and ending hours for flying and post them at the impound. Of course this will be different for various clubs depending upon the proximity of the public or neighbor’s houses. It is not reasonable to be flying early in the morning, late at night or after dark when neighbors can see or hear this activity.
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