Getting and keeping flying fields
It is not good enough to just ask the landowner for permission to use his land.....Dont just go to the landowner and ask him if a bunch of guys can use his field to fly their planes. His first reaction will surely be....... 

“Why would I risk this without further information about this bunch??” 

He will ask himself “what’s in it for me??” 

He will want to know ”what happens if they do damage??” 

He will want to know “How will I get out of this if I don’t like it? 

“What protects me if they mess-up??”

“How much of a crowd will there be on my land on Sundays??”

Without clear answers to these questions his answer will most certainly be NO!! Lets face it.....It’s easier to say NO if there are no answers to his concerns. If a landowner gives his permission to use his land he will want some kind of guarantee that he will not experience any hassle or trouble from the users of the land or from his neighbors. Most landowners are very sensitive as to how they are viewed by their neighbors. It is most probable that your group will get only one chance at this request......so it better be a well thought out proposal the first time contact is made or it will fail. Get your act together well before first contact with the landowner is made and make sure your proposal is complete and in writing.....have a copy ready for him to look at.
Here are some of the things that should be covered in your proposal;
1.   Make sure the club has a real name and requires all members to carry MAAC insurance......not just a group of guys.

2.   Show exactly how the insurance protects the landowner.....not just the members.

3.   Clearly show that the landlord will receive remuneration for his efforts. Guaranteeing the landlord a couple of thousand dollars a year will soften his decision to be sure, and help insure his co-operation in the future.

4.   Establish a set of printed club rules.......this shows the owner exactly how the club will operate on his land. The rules should specifically make mention of the following;

1.   Noise control.....exactly how the club will enforce noise restrictions.

2.   Flying hours.....exactly what hours of use will be applied to the field?

3.   Access control.....how the club will control access to the field by users.

4.   Safety concerns..... how any safety concerns that the owner may have will be handled.

5.   Communication.....exactly who will make contact with the landowner and who the owner should contact when he needs to?

6.   Overflying.....If the overflying of houses, roadways or livestock is a problem, how the club will handle it.

7.   Crop protection.....addresses how this will be controlled if necessary.

8.   Permanent structures......runways, buildings furniture etc.....what exactly is allowed and what is not.

5. Other considerations..... The club will need to consider if they will seek permission from the city, municipality or regional district for use of this site. In my experience these government organizations tend to refuse such applications. They are Civil Servants and do not want to have the boat rocked. The easiest way to get rid of nuisance applications is to refuse them off hand. It may be a better idea to ignore the government contacts until the club has had a year or so to prove themselves as good tenants on the land.

6.   Formal agreements.....Depending upon the attitude of the landowner he may want some kind of written agreement that will hold him blameless for any kind of trouble  that the club may cause him......regardless of the rules. It is not difficult to draw up such an agreement.....see the sample.
Here is a sample of what a set of club rules may look like.....

	XXXXXX  XXX  AEROMODELLERS CLUB

Safety and field rules

Jan. 2005

Membership / dues;

1. Membership for the year Jan. to Dec. 2005 is restricted to ten members only, however any member may bring one guest who will fly only under the supervision of the host member. The allowable number of members may be changed from year to year in the interests of safety, best use of the site and with the permission of the landowner.

2. All members and flying guests must be in possession of a Model Aeronautics Assoc. of Canada insurance policy [MAAC membership].

3. The club will set annual membership fees in January of each year for the forthcoming flying season. At least $50.00 per member per season will be paid by the club as field rent to the landowner. Payment of rent to the landowner will be at the end of each flying season based on the number of paid-up members that season. 

4. Membership may be refused or terminated in the interests of safety or inappropriate use of the site.

5. A contact person will be appointed who will be the sole person to represent the club with the landowner. 

Field use;

1. Use of the field will be restricted to electric powered models and / or gliders for the first year. Not permitted are glow or gas engines or helicopters of any kind. This rule may be expanded at a later date to include other categories if it can be shown that noise or safety will not be an issue.

2. The club and / or the landowner may make rule changes at any time in the interests of safety or use of the site.
Safety rules;

1. All members and flying guests shall be qualified, responsible and experienced flyers, observe all club regulations and conform with MAAC safety rules. 

2. New members or guests must complete all required safety and training programmes or satisfy the club that he is a competent and responsible flyer.

3. There will be no taxiing in the pit area. Engines shall be turned off when clear of runway after landing.

4. There will be ABSOLUTELY NO FLYING:

a. Over any buildings or other areas designated as “no-fly zones”.

b. Over workers or other individuals within the approved flying area. The presence of persons within the approved flying area may require that no flying take place at all.

c. Behind the flightline, no matter how far away from the runway.

d. After dusk.

5. There will be a maximum of three aircraft in the air at any time.
6. All aircraft shall be flown in a safe manner with consideration of other flyers, other members and guests and other users of the XXXXX airstrip.




Here is a sample of what a land use agreement may look like.....
	Permission to use land and hold blameless agreement

THIS AGREEMENT, is made and entered into by and between ______________________,

hereinafter referred to as the “landowner” and the ___________________________________,

hereinafter referred to as “the club” 

We the undersigned do willfully and without reservation enter the following agreement concerning the use of private land as an operating field for specific model aircraft.   After signatures are affixed hereon. The first party (the landowner) agrees to allow the second party (the club) to use his/her land for the purpose of taking off, flying and landing with model aircraft.

Said permission is granted from___________to ___________2009 or as specified by the landowner and is subject to be revised at any time. Furthermore, said permission can be revoked at any time by the landowner without cause or notice.   

In return for said permission. The club agrees to accept total responsibility for any damage to the landowner's property. Also, the club agrees to hold the landowner blameless for any damage to the aircraft or personal injury to the club or bystanders, which may result from the use of the aircraft to and from said land. The club recognizes that in all flight, there is an inherent amount of risk, and accepts that risk and agrees to hold the landowner blameless for any mishap which may occur As such the pilot forfeits his/her right and the rights of his/her family to file suit against the landowner or his/her family, seeking punitive or other damages as a result of a mishap with the subject aircraft while operating from the landowner's property.  

Land location   ___________________________________________________________________________

Special terms  _______________________________________________________________ 

Landowner   _____________________________________________ 

For the club______________________________________________ 

Witness   Signed by all parties on this_______________day of _________________________ in the year________________  at ________________________________________________   




By Ray McDougall

Jan.2009

